
What is the difference between A-Levels, T Levels and BTECs 

A-Levels are subject-based qualifications in areas such as Maths and Biology. They are studied across two years, and involve reading, writing and research. A-

Levels are heavily based on exam assessments at the end of the programme. They can prepare you well for University, careers and higher-level 

apprenticeships and are useful if you want to pursue an academic career or wish to keep your options open to a wide range of jobs and University courses. 

T Levels will follow on from GCSEs and will be the equivalent to three A-Levels; they have been developed in conjunction with business leaders/employers to 
ensure that they meet the needs of industry, providing students with the skills required to enter the workforce. Students will gain meaningful experience of 
the workplace through a 45-day industry placement where they will acquire the skills demanded by employers in their chosen field.  T Levels will combine 
practical learning and classroom theory alongside the industry placement; this, in turn, will lead to students pursuing highly skilled employment, a higher 
apprenticeship or higher education.  Students will study one T Level subject for the two years meaning that they will gain a greater knowledge and 
understanding of their subject field putting them in good stead to enter the workplace upon leaving college. If however, they decide to pursue further 
education, this is, of course, an option as T Levels are awarded exactly the same UCAS points as 3 A Levels.

BTECs are based on the study of a particular industry and involve both theory and practical work. Students are given projects to work on that simulate 

workplace situations and they help to develop practical skills essential to the specific industry or job. BTECs are assessed mainly through on-going pieces of 

coursework, although at Level 3 there may also be an element of exam assessment. BTECs can lead to a wide range of University courses, jobs and higher 

apprenticeships.

Search for apprenticeships here:

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk https://careermap.co.uk https://www.alpsurrey.co.uk https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
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